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As We Gather
Though we call Jesus King of kings, we often do not focus much on the
nature  of  His  kingdom.  Today  we  continue  our  Lenten  midweek  series
exploring how the kings of Judah are a shadow of Christ, the King of kings,
who sits upon the throne of David, His father, forever. Each of the kings in
Chronicles points us to Christ, who fulfills all the kingly promises which the
kings of  Judah were unable to realize  in  themselves.  Today we consider
Joash—after a terrible period of death and apostasy. This boy was crowned
king and through his uncle, the priest Jehoiada, the temple was restored and
the people renewed in the faith. As long as the heart of the king was in the
ways  of  the  Lord,  the  kingdom prospered,  but  Joash  fell  away  and  the
people of God suffered. We need a better king—one who will restore God’s
people through forgiveness and give access to His grace forever.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                          153 – Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

Invocation                                                               Matthew 28:19b

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution           1 John 1:5, 7-9; 2:2; Hebrews 4:16

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 
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P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

T Service of the Word T

Psalm of the Day                                                            Psalm 122

P I was glad when they said to me, 
C “Let us go into the house of the LORD.” 
P Our feet have been standing 
C Within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
P Jerusalem is built 
C As a city that is compact together, 
P Where the tribes go up, The tribes of the LORD, 
C To the Testimony of Israel, To give thanks to the name of the LORD.
P For thrones are set there for judgment, 
C The thrones of the house of David. 
P Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
C “May they prosper who love you. 
P Peace be within your walls, 
C Prosperity within your palaces.” 
P For the sake of my brethren and companions, 
C I will now say, “Peace be within you.” 
P Because of the house of the LORD our God 
C I will seek your good.

Passion History                                                            Jesus Before Pilate

Immediately in the morning, the elders of the people, both chief priests and
scribes, came together. They took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.
They led Jesus into their council, saying, “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But
He said to them, “If I tell you, you will by no means believe; and if I also
ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go. Hereafter the Son of
Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God.” Then they all said, “Are
You then the Son of God?” And He said to them, “You rightly say that I
am.” And they said,  “What  further testimony do we need? For  we have
heard it ourselves from His own mouth.”
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Then the whole multitude of them arose, bound Jesus, and led Him away
from Caiaphas to the Praetorium and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the
governor; and it was early morning.

Then  Judas,  His  betrayer,  seeing  that  Jesus  had  been  condemned,  was
remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” And they
said, “What is that to us? You see to it!” Then he threw down the pieces of
silver in the temple and departed; and went and hanged himself. And falling
headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out.

But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put
them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood.” And they took
counsel  and  bought  with  them  the  Potter’s  Field  to  bury  strangers  in.
Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was
fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of
the children of Israel priced; and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord
directed me.”

Then they  led  Jesus  from Caiaphas  to  the  Praetorium,  and  it  was  early
morning.  And the Jews themselves did not enter  into the Praetorium lest
they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went
out to them, and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”
They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not
have delivered Him up to you.” Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him,
and judge Him according to your law.” Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is
not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” that the saying of Jesus might be
fulfilled, which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die. And they
began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this Fellow perverting the nation
and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a
King.”

Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, and called Jesus. Now Jesus stood
before the governor, and the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the king
of the Jews?” Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself on this,
or did others tell you this about Me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your
own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You
done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom
were of this world, My servants would fight so that I should not be delivered
to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” Pilate therefore said to
Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered and said to him, “You say
rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have
come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is
of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”
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And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to the
chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault  in this Man.” And the chief
priests accused Him of many things, but while He was being accused, He
answered nothing. Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, “Do You answer
nothing? Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” But
He  answered  him  not  one  word,  so  that  Pilate,  the  governor,  marveled
greatly.

Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and
death. 
He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 
This is most certainly true.

Hymn                                                            158 -- Glory Be to Jesus

Sermon Text                                                      2 Chronicles 24:1-4, 17-25
1 Joash was seven years old when he became king,  and he reigned forty
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2 Joash did
what was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the priest.
3 And Jehoiada took two wives for him, and he had sons and daughters.
4 Now it happened after this that Joash set his heart on repairing the house of
the LORD. 17 Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and
bowed down to the king. And the king listened to them.  18 Therefore they
left the house of the LORD God of their fathers, and served wooden images
and  idols;  and  wrath  came  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem  because  of  their
trespass. 19 Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring them back to the LORD;
and they testified against them, but they would not listen. 20 Then the Spirit
of  God came upon Zechariah the  son of  Jehoiada the priest,  who stood
above  the  people,  and  said  to  them,  “Thus  says  God:  ‘Why  do  you
transgress the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper?
Because you have forsaken the LORD, He also has forsaken you.’ ”  21 So
they conspired against him, and at the command of the king they stoned him
with stones in the court of the house of the LORD.  22 Thus Joash the king
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did not remember the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him,
but  killed his  son;  and as he died,  he said,  “The LORD look on it,  and
repay!”  23 So it happened in the spring of the year that the army of Syria
came up against him; and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed
all the leaders of the people from among the people, and sent all their spoil
to the king of Damascus. 24 For the army of the Syrians came with a small
company of men; but the LORD delivered a very great army into their hand,
because they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers. So they executed
judgment against Joash. 25 And when they had withdrawn from him (for they
left him severely wounded), his own servants conspired against him because
of the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and killed him on his bed. So
he died. And they buried him in the City of David, but they did not bury him
in the tombs of the kings.

Cleaning House: Joash

Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                          555 -- The Day Is Past and Over
 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

7



8


