September 3, 2023 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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As We Gather

“Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16).
The prophet Jeremiah did not praise God with such words because his life
was super easy. No, Jeremiah rejoiced in the Lord even as his life had plenty
of problems. Why such delight in difficulty? Surrounded by evil in this
world, like Jeremiah, we cling to the God who is good, learning to trust His
Word as the means by which we receive His deliverance from our enemies
of sin and death. The living, active, delightful voice of our Savior guarantees
His ongoing presence in our lives. Because of this, we rejoice! As we gather
in the presence of Jesus this day, let us echo Jeremiah’s anthem of praise:
“Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart!"

< Preparation for Worship "}«
Hymn 284 — Father of Mercies, in Thy Word

Invocation

(P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution Jeremiah 15:20b

(P) Since we are gathered to delight ourselves in the Word of God and to
assemble as one family around His Table, let us with repentant hearts
confess our sins before our heavenly Father, seeking His forgiveness in
the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

O Lord our God, hear us as we pray:
We confess that we have not walked in Your faithfulness, turning
away from You when we should be turning toward You.
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Father, forgive us.
Our love has not been genuine. We have not overcome evil with
good.
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Have mercy upon us, Lord Jesus.
The grace You tell us to share with both our friends and our enemies
is the mercy we also need.
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[P} Renew us, Spirit of truth.

Remove our transgressions from us so that we may live as those who
have been called by Your name, delighting in Your goodness to us in
Christ. Amen.

(P) "I am with you to save you and deliver you,” says the LORD. Through
Jesus Christ— crucified, risen, and coming again—you have been
delivered from your enemies of sin, death, and the devil. Keep His
saving, steadfast love before your eyes and walk by faith in His
promises. As one called to be your pastor and commissioned by Jesus to
deliver the delight of His Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
k< The Service of the Word -

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
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Lord, havemer-cy on us. Christ, have mer-cy
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Glory to God in the Highest Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

(P] Let us pray...
... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Epistle Reading Romans 12:9-21

? Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.
' Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving
preference to one another; '' not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit,
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serving the Lord; " rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing

steadfastly in prayer; ' distributing to the needs of the saints, given to
hospitality. ' Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
'> Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. '° Be of
the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. '” Repay no
one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. " If it
is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.
' Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. ** Therefore “If
your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so
doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” ** Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 26

Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in my integrity.
I have also trusted in the LORD:; I shall not slip.
Examine me, O LORD, and prove me;

Try my mind and my heart.

For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes,

And I have walked in Your truth.

I have not sat with idolatrous mortals,

Nor will I go in with hypocrites.

I have hated the assembly of evildoers,

And will not sit with the wicked.

I will wash my hands in innocence;

So I will go about Your altar, O LORD,

That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving,
And tell of all Your wondrous works.

LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house,
And the place where Your glory dwells.

Do not gather my soul with sinners,

Nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

In whose hands is a sinister scheme,

And whose right hand is full of bribes.

But as for me, I will walk in my integrity;

Redeem me and be merciful to me.

My foot stands in an even place;

In the congregations I will bless the LORD.
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Gospel Reading Matthew 16:21-28

*! From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. ** Then Peter took Him
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall
not happen to You!” # But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me,
Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of
God, but the things of men.” ** Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me. ® For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it. ** For what profit is it to a man if he
gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul? # For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His
Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his
works. ? Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not
taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”

Alleluia
(P} Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
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made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn 396 — Oh, for a Faith That Will Not Shrink

Sermon Text Jeremiah 15:15-21

> O LORD, You know; Remember me and visit me, And take vengeance
for me on my persecutors. In Your enduring patience, do not take me away.
Know that for Your sake I have suffered rebuke. '® Your words were found,
and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart;
For I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts. '’ I did not sit in the
assembly of the mockers, Nor did I rejoice; I sat alone because of Your
hand, For You have filled me with indignation. '®* Why is my pain perpetual
And my wound incurable, Which refuses to be healed? Will You surely be
to me like an unreliable stream, As waters that fail? ' Therefore thus says
the LORD: “If you return, Then I will bring you back; You shall stand
before Me; If you take out the precious from the vile, You shall be as My
mouth. Let them return to you, But you must not return to them. * And I
will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall; And they will fight
against you, But they shall not prevail against you; For I am with you to
save you And deliver you,” says the LORD. * “I will deliver you from the
hand of the wicked, And I will redeem you from the grip of the terrible.”

l | The Lord Responds to our
SN / g] Complaints with Love
) I. Leading Us to Repentance and Restoration

Sermon II. Strengthening Us with His Promises



Offertory
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Hymn 568 — We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator
Offering
Offering Hymn 442 (2)
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

I« The Service of the Sacrament I«

Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God...
...Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and
saying:



Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution
Peace of the Lord Pax Domini
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always!
Amen.
Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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tain with Your mer-cy and grant us Your  peace.

Distribution

Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s Word presents the reception of this Sacrament as a most intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans 16:17-18), we ask only those who have publicly professed such
oneness of faith and belief with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you!

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant Nunc Dimittis
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[P} Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.

Thanksgiving
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Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 283 — God's Word Is Our Great Heritage

“Christian Worship: Confession and Absolution” — Text: © 1993, Northwestern Publishing
House. Used by permission. “Lord, Have Mercy” — Tune: © John C. Reim. Used by
permission. “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks” — Text: Edwin LeGrice © 1991, Kevin
Mayhew. Tune: Walter Greatorex © 1991, Oxford University Press. Used by permission.
“General Verse from Christian Worship, Service of the Word” — Tune: Kermit G.
Moldenhauer © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission. “Holy Holy Holy Lord”
— Text: Stephen P Starke © 1998, Concordia Publishing House. Tune: Carl Schalk © 1983,
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” — Text: st. 1 by
Ernest E Ryden © 1925, Augsburg Fortress. st. 2 by Stephen P Starke © 1998, Concordia
Publishing House. Used by permission. Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are
reprinted with permission under One License #A-741527. All Rights Reserved. Scripture
taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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<« Announcements I«

Upcoming Schedule

September 3 9:15am  Bible Class
10:15am  Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
11:15am Board of Elders

September 10 8:00 am  Worship Service (Orlando)
10:15am  Worship Service (Winter Haven)
September 17 9:15am  Bible Class

10:15am  Worship Service

Upcoming Meetings: The following is our schedule of meetings through the
annual meeting in January:

* September 3 — Board of Elders

¢ October 1 — Board of Trustees/Church Council

* November 5 — Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

¢ November 19 — Board of Education

¢ December 3 — Board of Elders/Church Council

¢ December 17 — Board of Trustees/Church Council
* January 7 — Annual Voters’ Meeting

Man Up! Weekend: The 2023 ManUp! Men's Weekend will be held
September 21-24, 2023, at beautiful Wyalusing State Park near Prairie du
Chien, WI. The weekend will offer strength and encouragement for men 18
and older for their personal faith, family, and fellowship at church. The
weekend will include Bible study, fellowship, leadership training, team
building, relationship building, worship, and many outdoor bonding
activities. Register and send in your payment before August 31st for the
discounted rate of $75. Registration increases to $150 after September 1st.
The registration includes lodging and meals. You can register by going to
the Man Up! website here: www.manup.clclutheran.org. and clicking on the
Registration Form. Sign up today!
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Weekly Sermon Podcast: For nearly 65 years, the CLC’s Ministry by Mail
has been producing print sermons for distribution. Originally this was done
by postal mail, especially for members living at a distance from their home
church or serving in the military. With the arrival of the internet, sermons
began being sent by email and posted online (www.lutheransermons.org).
This past Advent, Ministry by Mail began offering audio versions of their
sermons through weekly Podcast services. You can find these sermons on
most major podcast platforms such as Google, Apple Podcasts, and Spotify
by searching “CLC Ministry by Mail.” Hit “subscribe” or “follow” to
receive notifications of weekly uploads. Contact Ministry by Mail editor,
Nathan Pfeiffer, for more information — editor@lutheransermons.org

Pacific Coast Women's Retreat: Gethsemane Lutheran Church of Spokane
Valley, WA is hosting a Women's Retreat, October 6-8, 2023 at Ponderosa
Lodge in Cusick, WA. The congregation extends an invitation to all of the
sisters in Christ across the CLC and will welcome you warmly if you are
able to attend. The theme of the retreat is "Grow in Grace" and is based
upon Psalm 1:3, "He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he
prospers.” There will be four main sessions and four devotions. Other
activities may include small group book discussion, outdoor activities such
as zip line, archery, canoe/kayaking, and more. The price is $150 for the full
weekend which includes five meals. Daily rates are also available for
participants who can't stay the whole weekend. Go to:
https://gethsemaneclc.org/events/pacific-coast-womens-retreat to get more
information, to sign-up for email updates, and to register.

CLC Call News: Pastor David Pfeiffer of Holy Trinity Lutheran in West
Columbia, SC has received the call to be the third pastor at Messiah
Lutheran in Eau Claire, WI. <> Pastor Aaron Ude of Good Shepherd
Lutheran, Rapid City, SD has returned the call from Calvary Lutheran
Church in Marquette, MI. <> Pastor Paul Nolting of Grace Lutheran,
Valentine, NE, Peace Lutheran, Mission, SD, and St. Paul’s Lutheran, White
River, SD has accepted the call from the CLC Board of Missions to serve as
a part-time visiting foreign missionary to serve our East African brethren in
Tanzania.

Fruits of Faith August 27, 2023 Orlando: 12 WH: 32

Immanuel Home $821.73
Property Improvement $50.00
ILC Scholarship $150.00
Tuition Grant $25.00
Sign Fund $50.00
Total $1,096.73
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I« Serving Next Weekend *I«
Cleaner (9/9): Naumann Acolyte (9/10): Seth Bernthal

*}« Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions "}«
September 4 - September 9

Monday: Mark 12:41-44 — The Lord is watching the offerings, but He sees
so much more than just the simple amount that is put in the offering. He sees
the heart, whether it is self-serving, even in giving, or whether it is thankful
for the opportunity to give.

Tuesday: Zechariah 7:4-10 — The essence of worship in the restored temple
would not be a self-serving worship, whether it involved fasting or feasting.
True worship would include activities that reflect how God had treated
them: with justice, kindness, and compassion.

Wednesday: 1 Peter 2:1-3 — Having been born again through the
imperishable Word of God (1:23), God’s children will crave the milk of that
Word and push away all of the self-serving forms of evil.

Thursday: 1 Peter 2:4-8 — If the walls of a building sit at the wrong angle
with each other, the whole shape of the building is affected. People who try
to build a worship temple to God without the cornerstone will fail, but
Christ is the Cornerstone who makes our worship (offerings) acceptable to
God.

Friday: 1 Peter 2:9-10 — Because Christ is the Living Stone that shapes the
temple, the rest of the stones are also shaped by Him to be a spiritual
priesthood (v5), proclaiming the praises of His marvelous light! This is all
the result of God’s great mercy.

Saturday: James 2:14-17 — Not just our worship, but our very lives spring
up from our faith in Christ. In fact, our whole lives a r e our worship of Him
who loved us and gave Himself for us. If the faith we profess does not
produce lives that show His mercy, that “faith” is dead (v17).

SCRIPTURE ALONE
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