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As We Gather

Who is it that we receive in the manger of our heart this day? Not just a cute
and cuddly baby! No, that lowliness of form is designed to make it possible
for us to receive Light brighter than the sun, the Creator of all that is, the
Eternal God, the Child who makes us God’s children. As the manger and the
Virgin’s arms held Him whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, so we
too recognize and receive Him who has come in human flesh and blood to
dwell in us through the Word and sacrament. It is in the Word and sacrament
that we recognize Him and receive Him, the One who receives us.

»J« Preparation for Worship *I«
Hymn 94 — Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Invocation

[P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dialogue of Praise

[P} Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of
our salvation.

O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth,
Who have set Your glory above the heavens!

(P} Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! To Him who alone does great
wonders, who by wisdom made the heavens, who laid out the earth
above the waters, who made great lights, The sun to rule by day, The
moon and stars to rule by night.

Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is
infinite.

(P) But our iniquities have separated us from our God; And our sins have
hidden His face from us, So that He will not hear. We look for light, but
there is darkness! For brightness, but we walk in blackness! We look for
salvation, but it is far from us.

For our transgressions are multiplied before You, And our sins
testify against us; For our transgressions are with us, And as for our
iniquities, we know them:



The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in
mercy. He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger
forever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us
according to our iniquities.

From the rising of the sun to its going down The LORD’s name is to
be praised.

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “That I will raise to
David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And
execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will
be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which
He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.

Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Blessed be the name of the LORD From this time forth and
forevermore!

Jnanks be unte Ged
Gov (s, unspeatable gift.

2 Corinthians 9:15, KJV



I« The Service of the Word

Hymn of Praise

LSB 368 — Angels We Have Heard on High
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Salutation

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P) Let us pray...
... who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a

? But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. * Therefore he shall
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then
the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. * And he shall
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of
the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth. > And he shall be their peace.

Hymn 76 — A Great and Mighty Wonder

Epistle Reading Galatians 4:4-7

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, ° to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. ° And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 So you
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.



Alleluia
[P] Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death.

All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, just as He has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.

This is most certainly true.
Hymn 710 — Once in Royal David's City

Sermon Text John 1:1-18

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. * He was in the beginning with God. * All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. * In
him was life, and the life was the light of men. ® The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. ® There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about
the light, that all might believe through him. ® He was not the light, but came
to bear witness about the light. ® The true light, which gives light to
everyone, was coming into the world. '° He was in the world, and the world
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was made through him, yet the world did not know him. "' He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. * But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God. ** And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth. ™ (John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was
before me.") '® For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
7 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. ** No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's
side, he has made him known.
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Hymn 711 — See in Yonder Manger Low



Offering

Offering Hymn 442 (2)
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General Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 706 — Go Tell It on the Mountain
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