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As We Gather

Paul wrote, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with
Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6:3—4). Baptism involves death, burial, and resurrection. During
Lent, we discover that Jesus is not the only one who suffers, dies, and rises
again. Our midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and
connection with the Passion of Christ as the baptized children of God. We
do so through the eyes of the Holy Evangelist, Saint John, as we hear, in
John 18-19, of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest, Jesus facing Annas and Caiaphas,
Jesus before Pilate, Jesus delivered, Jesus crucified, and Jesus’ death and
burial. Look for this Lenten season to provide a deeper understanding of
your Baptism into the passion and death of Christ, with the result as Paul
describes it: we are “always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2 Corinthians 4:10).

I« Preparation for Worship I+
Hymn 140 (1-4) — Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Invocation

(P] In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences Psalm 69:16-18; 51:7

Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.

Hide not your face from your servant, for I am in distress;
make haste to answer me.

Draw near to my soul, redeem me;

ransom me because of my enemies!

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

RERFRERE

Confession and Absolution

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins to God, our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.



®

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I« The Service of the Word I«

Introit Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12

REFRFREFAFNRFREFRER

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin!

For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit

As it was in the beginning

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

P

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Hymn

367 (1-2) — Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
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(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
(P} Let us pray...

... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Amen.




Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12-19

2 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; ** and rend your hearts and
not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over
disaster. * Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD
your God? " Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn
assembly; '® gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the
elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave
his room, and the bride her chamber. ' Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your
people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among
the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their
God?’ ” '® Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his
people.  The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am
sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no
more make you a reproach among the nations.

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

> We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. *' For our sake
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. ' Working together with him, then, we appeal to you
not to receive the grace of God in vain. * For he says, “In a favorable time I
listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is
the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. * We put no obstacle
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, * but as
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance,
in afflictions, hardships, calamities, ®> beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors,
sleepless nights, hunger; ¢ by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the
Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ® through
honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors,
and yet are true; ° as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold,
we live; as punished, and yet not killed; ' as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing
everything.

Response

(P} Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Amen.



Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 760 — Oh, Love, How Deep

Sermon Text John 18:1-11

' When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across
the brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. > Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus
often met there with his disciples. * So Judas, having procured a band of
soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. * Then Jesus, knowing all that
would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you
seek?” ° They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am
he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. ®* When Jesus said to
them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. ” So he asked them
again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” ® Jesus
answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.”
® This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave
me I have lost not one.” ' Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and
struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name
was Malchus.) ' So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath;
shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

ligﬁ/ gj The Powerless “I Am”

Sermon



Offertory

TLH 179 — On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 159 — Go to Dark Gethsemane
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