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As We Gather   

In the season of Advent, we reflect on God's promise to redeem a broken 
world. Today, we journey back to the Garden of Eden, where the peace of 
creation was shattered by sin. Yet, even in the darkness of rebellion, God 
proclaimed  hope  through  the  promise  of  a  Savior.  As  we  worship,  we 
remember that this promise finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ, whose birth, 
death, and resurrection restore what was lost. Let us prepare our hearts to 
receive anew the grace and truth of our God, who transforms tragedy into 
triumph through His steadfast love.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                                     68 – The Advent of Our King

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution 

P Beloved in Christ, as we gather in this Advent season, we recall the  
rebellion  of  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  garden.  Under  the  tree  of  the  
knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  they  disobeyed  the  Lord's  command,  
bringing sin and death into the world. We, too, have eaten of the fruit of 
rebellion,  following our  own desires  rather  than God’s  will.  Let  us  
confess  our  sins  to  God,  seeking  His  mercy  and  the  forgiveness  
promised through His Son.

P Most merciful God,
C We confess  that  we are  by nature sinful  and unclean.  We have  

sinned  against  You  in  thought,  word,  and  deed.  Like  our  first  
parents, we have listened to the voice of temptation and turned from 
Your  Word.  We  have  trusted  in  ourselves  instead  of  in  Your  
promises and have sought life apart from You. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who was born to redeem us, forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, that we may walk in Your ways and bear the fruit of 
repentance to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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P God did not abandon Adam and Eve to their rebellion, but in His mercy, 
He  promised  a  Savior  who would  crush  the  serpent’s  head.  In  the  
fullness of time, that Savior, Jesus Christ, came to bear the curse of sin 
on the tree of the cross. By His death and resurrection, He has undone 
the curse and restored life. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 
office, as a called servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto 
all of you. And in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus  
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

T The Service of the Word T

Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray…
… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Epistle Reading                                                      Galatians 3:7-13

7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 
8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,  
preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations 
shall be blessed.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing 
Abraham. 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; 
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things 
which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 11 But that no one is 
justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by 
faith.” 12 Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live  
by  them.”  13 Christ  has  redeemed us  from the  curse  of  the  law,  having 
become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 
tree”).
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Psalm of the Day                                                                Psalm 1

P Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
C Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
P But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
C And in His law he meditates day and night. 
P He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, 
C That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
P Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
C And whatever he does shall prosper. 
P The ungodly are not so, 
C But are like the chaff which the wind drives away. 
P Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 
C Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
P For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
C But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Gospel Reading                                                       Matthew 3:4-10

4 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.  5 Then Jerusalem, all 
Judea,  and all  the region around the Jordan went out to him  6 and were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.  7 But when he saw 
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his  baptism, he said to 
them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,  9 and do not think to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is 
able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even now the 
ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Alleluia

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or  
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and 
death. 

He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom, 
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is 
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 

This is most certainly true.

Hymn                                           705 – Come, O Long-Expected Jesus

Sermon Text                                                              Genesis 3:1-15

1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, 
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of 
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat 
it,  nor  shall  you touch it,  lest  you die.’ ”  4 Then the serpent  said to  the 
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its  
fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 8 And they 
heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to Adam 
and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 And He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you that you should not eat?”  12 Then the man said, 
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“The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I  
ate.”  13 And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  14 So the 
LORD God said  to  the  serpent:  “Because  you  have  done  this,  You  are 
cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your 
belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And I 
will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and 
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

The Tree of Rebellion

Offertory 

Offering
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Offering Hymn                                                                                788 (1)

Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer

C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.
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Hymn                                     66 – Hark the Glad sound! The Savior Comes

“General  Verse  from  Christian  Worship,  Service  of  the  Word”  –  Tune:  Kermit  G. 
Moldenhauer © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission. Hymns and liturgical 
settings under copyright are reprinted with permission under One License #A-741527. All  
Rights Reserved. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Bulletin cover art is courtesy of  
Communication Resources Inc., © 1983-2023. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.
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