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As We Gather   

The Christian life is often a struggle against the pull of the world. We live in  
a culture that pressures us to compromise, to conform, to focus on earthly 
things rather than our heavenly calling. But in His Word, God calls us to 
stand firm—not by our own strength, but in Christ. Today, as we gather in 
worship, we are reminded that our citizenship is in heaven, and our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, holds us fast. He has overcome the world, and by His grace, He 
strengthens us through His Word and Sacraments. Whatever challenges we 
face, we stand firm in the victory He has already won for us. May our hearts 
be lifted in faith as we fix our eyes on Jesus, our joy and crown!

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                             447 – Fight the Good Fight with All Thy Might

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution 

P Beloved in the Lord, as we journey through this Lenten season, we are 
reminded of our need for repentance and our call to stand firm in the  
faith. Yet we confess that we have often wavered. We have set our minds 
on earthly things rather than on the things of Christ. We have sought  
comfort and approval in the world rather than trusting in our Savior. Let 
us  therefore  come before  our  merciful  God,  humbling  ourselves  in  
repentance, and seeking His grace and forgiveness.

P Most merciful God,
C We confess  that  we are  by nature sinful  and unclean.  We have  

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed—by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not always stood 
firm in the faith, but have been drawn to the ways of this world. We 
have feared opposition rather than trusting in Your promises. We 
have sought our own glory rather than Your kingdom. For the sake 
of  Jesus  Christ,  have  mercy  on  us.  Forgive  us,  renew  us,  and  
strengthen us, that we may walk as citizens of heaven, trusting in  
our Savior and standing firm in Your truth. Amen.
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P Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

T The Service of the Word T

Introit                                                                          Psalm 74:1-3

P O God, why have You cast us off forever? 
C Why does Your anger smoke against the sheep of Your pasture? 
P Remember Your congregation, which You have purchased of old, The 

tribe of Your inheritance, which You have redeemed— 
C This Mount Zion where You have dwelt. 
P Lift up Your feet to the perpetual desolations. 
C The enemy has damaged everything in the sanctuary.

Glory be to the Father                                                           Gloria Patri 

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                Kyrie 
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Glory to God in the Highest                      Gloria in Excelsis – 238 (1) 

Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray…
… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                        Jeremiah 26:8-15

8 Now it happened, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the 
LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, that the priests and 
the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, “You will surely die! 
9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house 
shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without an inhabitant’?” 
And  all  the  people  were  gathered  against  Jeremiah  in  the  house  of  the 
LORD. 10 When the princes of Judah heard these things, they came up from 
the king’s house to the house of the LORD and sat down in the entry of the 
New Gate of the LORD’s house. 11 And the priests and the prophets spoke to 
the princes and all the people, saying, “This man deserves to die! For he has 
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prophesied against  this  city,  as  you have heard with your ears.”  12 Then 
Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people, saying: “The LORD 
sent me to prophesy against  this house and against  this city with all  the 
words that you have heard.  13 Now therefore, amend your ways and your 
doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; then the LORD will 
relent concerning the doom that He has pronounced against you.  14 As for 
me, here I am, in your hand; do with me as seems good and proper to you.  
15 But know for certain that if you put me to death, you will surely bring 
innocent blood on yourselves, on this city, and on its inhabitants; for truly 
the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”

Psalm of the Day                                                                Psalm 4

P Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
C You have relieved me in my distress; Have mercy on me, and hear 

my prayer. 
P How long, O you sons of men, Will you turn my glory to shame? 
C How long will you love worthlessness And seek falsehood?
P But know that the LORD has set apart for Himself him who is godly; 
C The LORD will hear when I call to Him. 
P Be angry, and do not sin. 
C Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. 
P Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, 
C And put your trust in the LORD. 
P There are many who say, “Who will show us any good?” 
C LORD, lift up the light of Your countenance upon us. 
P You have put gladness in my heart, 
C More than in the season that their grain and wine increased. 
P I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; 
C For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
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Gospel Reading                                                         Luke 13:31-35

31 On that  very  day some Pharisees  came,  saying to  Him,  “Get  out  and 
depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.” 32 And He said to them, “Go, 
tell  that  fox,  ‘Behold,  I  cast  out  demons  and  perform  cures  today  and 
tomorrow, and the third day I shall  be perfected.’  33 Nevertheless I must 
journey today,  tomorrow, and the day following;  for  it  cannot  be that  a 
prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem. 34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under 
her  wings,  but  you were  not  willing!  35 See!  Your  house  is  left  to  you 
desolate; and assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time 
comes  when  you  say,  ‘Blessed  is  He  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the 
LORD!’ ”

Response

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Amen.

Hymn                                       751 – God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It

T The Baptism of Haven James Wynn & 
Greysen Alexander Wynn T

Confession of Faith                                                 Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit,  born of  the  virgin  Mary,  suffered under  Pontius  Pilate,  was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection of  the  body,  and the  life 
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn                                                    660 – I'm But a Stranger Here
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Sermon Text                                                      Philippians 3:17-4:1

17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as 
you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ:  19 whose end is  destruction,  whose god is  their  belly,  and whose 
glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things.  20 For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ,  21 who will  transform our  lowly body that  it  may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is 
able  even to  subdue all  things  to  Himself.  1 Therefore,  my beloved and 
longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.

Stand Firm in the Faith

Offertory 

Hymn                                             391 – Blessed Are the Sons of God
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Offering

Offering Hymn                                                                            443 (1, 8)

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                  451 – Stand Up! - Stand Up for Jesus

“All Glory Be to God Alone (TLH 238)” Translation: W. Gustave Polack © 1941, Concordia  
Publishing House. Used by permission. Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are 
reprinted  with  permission  under  One  License  #A-741527.  All  Rights  Reserved.  Scripture 
taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Bulletin cover art is courtesy of Communication Resources 
Inc., © 1983-2023. Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.
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T Announcements T

Upcoming Schedule
March 16 9:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class

10:15 am Worship Service
March 19 2:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship Service
March 23 8:00 am Worship Service (Orlando)

9:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Worship Service (Winter Haven)

March 26 2:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship Service
March 28 10:30 am Learning with Littles
March 30 9:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class

10:15 am Worship Service

Upcoming Meetings: Here is a schedule of our upcoming meetings:
• April 6 – Quarterly Voters’ Meeting/Ladies’ Meeting
• May 4 – Education/Elders
• June 1 – Trustees/Church Council

In Our Prayers:  Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers: Don 
Beymer, Bob & Joan Doriot, Paulette Galstad, Johanna Jaehnigen, David & 
Elsie Kleinschmidt, Shirley Rosenberry, and Mike Sheffield. May the Lord 
strengthen their faith, grant them His peace, and assure them of His abiding 
presence.

Rejoicing in  God's  Grace:  With  great  joy,  we give  thanks  to  God that 
Haven  and  Greyson  Wynn  were  baptized  today  into  Christ’s  death  and 
resurrection! As Scripture declares in Romans 6:3-5, through Baptism, they 
have been united with Christ in His death, buried with Him, and raised to 
newness of life.

We rejoice with Haven and Greyson and their family on this special day, and 
we pray that the Lord would continue to bless and strengthen them in their 
faith through His Word.

Following the service, everyone is invited to join their family for lunch as 
we celebrate this wonderful occasion together. Please come and share in this 
time of thanksgiving and joy!
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Looking Forward to Next Sunday: Next Sunday, our sermon will focus on 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 under the theme, "What's the Deal with Eating and 
Drinking?" The Apostle Paul reminds us how Israel's  history serves as a 
warning and an encouragement for us today. God provided for His people in 
the wilderness, yet many fell into idolatry and sin—often tied to what they 
ate  and drank.  While  food and drink  are  gifts  from God,  they  can  also 
become stumbling blocks when misused. Paul points us to Christ, who is our 
true  spiritual  food  and  drink,  the  Rock  who  sustains  us.  Join  us  as  we 
explore how God calls us to faithful living and how He graciously provides 
the strength to resist temptation. “God is faithful” (v. 13), and in Him, we 
find our refuge and strength!

Lenten Series: A Lent to Remember: As we enter the season of Lent, we 
invite you to join us for our special midweek services under the theme "A 
Lent to Remember." Throughout this penitential season, we will reflect on 
the  power  of  remembrance—God’s  remembrance  of  His  promises,  our 
remembrance of His mercy, and Christ’s call to remember His sacrifice for 
us.

Each week, we will focus on a different aspect of remembrance as revealed 
in Scripture:

• Midweek 3 (March 19) – Remember Jesus’ Words (Luke 22:61–62)
• Midweek 4 (March 26) – Remember the Covenant (Psalm 105:8)
• Midweek 5 (April 2) – Remember Sins No More (Jeremiah 31:34)
• Midweek 6 (April 9) – Remember Steadfast Love (Psalm 98:3)
• Maundy  Thursday  (April  17) –  Remembrance  of  Me (1 

Corinthians 11:23–26)
• Good Friday (April 18) – Remember Me (Luke 23:39–43)

Service Times:
• Wednesday Services: 2:00 PM
• Maundy Thursday & Good Friday: 7:00 PM

Join us each week as we set our hearts and minds on the remembrance that 
leads us to the foot of the cross and the empty tomb. 
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Learning with Littles Update & Special Request:  We had a wonderful 
Learning with Littles session on Friday, with 27 children from 17 families 
joining  us!  It’s  been  such  a  blessing  to  see  this  program  grow—our 
Facebook page now has over 115 followers, which is how most new families 
hear about us. Praise God for these opportunities to share His love!

As we prepare  for  our  next  session on March 28,  we’re  looking for  12 
baskets to use as a visual aid for our Bible lesson on Jesus feeding the 5,000. 
If you have a basket we could borrow, please let us know! We’re also in 
need of two realistic-looking fake fish—if you have some to lend,  we’d 
greatly appreciate it!

Thank you for your support of this program! If you’d like to help, feel free 
to reach out.

CLC Call  News:  Christine  Starland (part-time teacher)  and  Deb Owens 
(band)  have  accepted  their  respective  calls  to  Berea  Lutheran  School  of 
Inver  Grove  Heights,  MN.  <>  Pastor  Paul  Krause  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church and School, Watertown, SD, and Zion Lutheran Church, Hidewood 
Township, SD, has received the call to Faith Lutheran Church, Manchester, 
MO. <> Pastor Tom Schuetze of St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, Lakewood, 
CO,  has  received  the  call  to  St.  Stephen  Lutheran  Church  and  School, 
Mountain View, CA. <> Teacher Claire Abbas of Berea Lutheran School, 
Inver Grove Heights, MN, has received the call to Luther Memorial School, 
Fond du Lac, WI. <> Pastor Caleb Schaller of Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Eau Claire, WI, has received the call to Grace Lutheran Church, Valentine, 
NE,  Peace  Lutheran  Church,  Mission,  SD,  and  St.  Paul’s  Ev.  Lutheran 
Church, White River, SD.

11



12



13



14



15



T Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions T
March 17 – March 22, 2025

Monday – John 9:1-12 
Jesus brings new light to the eyes of a man blind from birth. The man could 
not explain how mud and rinsing brought sight, except that Jesus had done 
it, and now he could see for the first time!

Tuesday – John 9:13-22 
The Pharisees did not want to believe that Jesus brought light to the blind 
man’s eyes, so they remained in darkness, while it began to dawn on him 
that his Helper was a prophet, sent from God!

Wednesday – Romans 8:28-39 
God works in all things for the good of His own, from foreknowing them to 
glorifying them. Therefore we say and sing, “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” (v. 31).

Thursday – Exodus 2:1-10 
The LORD watches over the baby by whom He will deliver His people from 
bondage, so that he will be nursed by his own mother and given the best 
education available in Pharaoh’s own palace.

Friday – Psalm 51:1-12 
After the prophet Nathan’s visit (2 Samuel 12), David confesses his great 
sinfulness, even from birth. He looks to God for cleansing, deliverance, a 
clean heart, and the restored joy of His salvation.

Saturday – Psalm 51:13-19 
As a forgiven child of God, David will  declare God’s praise (v. 15) and 
shout for joy. As forgiven people of God, Zion will bring thank-offerings—
righteous sacrifices—to God (vv. 18-19).
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