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As We Gather   

What if the worst parts of your story—your deepest regrets, your hidden 
shame—were  completely  erased?  Not  ignored.  Not  overlooked.  But 
remembered no more? Today, we marvel at a promise so bold it can only 
come from God Himself: “I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will  
remember no more.” Through the blood of Jesus, our record of wrongs has 
been shredded. Not one page remains. As we gather to hear His Word and 
receive His gifts, may we find rest in this astounding truth: the holy, all-
knowing God chooses to forget—not because our sins weren’t serious, but 
because Jesus took them seriously enough to pay for every last one.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                           151 (1-3, 6-7) – Christ, the Life of All the Living

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution 

P Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins to God our Father, imploring Him, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to grant us forgiveness.

C Almighty God,  merciful  Father,  we confess  that  we have grown  
weary in remembering Your goodness, but quick to remember the 
sins of others. You call us to seek You, to serve You, and to walk in 
Your ways, but we have turned aside to our own desires. Like Israel 
of  old,  we  have  not  called  upon  You,  we  have  grown  tired  of  
worship, and burdened You with our iniquities. Have mercy on us, 
O Lord. Blot out our transgressions for Your own sake.  Do not  
remember our sins, but remember instead the blood of Your Son,  
who died for us while we were still  sinners. Wash us clean, and  
renew  in  us  a  right  spirit,  that  we  may  live  before  You  in  
righteousness and joy. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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P Hear the Word of  the Lord:  “I,  even I,  am He who blots  out  your  
transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins”  
God,  in  His  mercy,  sent  His  Son to  die  for  the  ungodly— not  the  
righteous, not the deserving, but sinners like you and me. By the blood 
of Christ, we are justified. By His resurrection, we are saved. And by 
His grace, our sins are remembered no more. As a called servant of  
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

T The Service of the Word T

Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray…
… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                          Isaiah 43:22-25

22 “But you have not called upon Me, O Jacob; And you have been weary of 
Me, O Israel. 23 You have not brought Me the sheep for your burnt offerings, 
Nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices. I have not caused you to 
serve  with  grain  offerings,  Nor  wearied  you  with  incense.  24 You  have 
bought Me no sweet cane with money, Nor have you satisfied Me with the 
fat of your sacrifices; But you have burdened Me with your sins, You have 
wearied Me with your iniquities.  25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your 
transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.
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Epistle Reading                                                        Romans 5:6-11
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly.  7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a 
good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation.

Passion History Reading                                     The Humble King

Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. Then the soldiers of the governor led 
Jesus away into the hall  called Praetorium, and they called together and 
gathered around Him the whole garrison. And they stripped Him, and put a 
scarlet  robe on Him, clothing Him in purple.  And the soldiers  twisted a 
crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put a reed in His right hand. 
And they bowed the knee before Him and worshiped Him, mocking Him. 
They saluted Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Then they spat on Him, 
and took the reed and struck Him on the head with it. And they struck Him 
with their hands.

When  they  had  mocked  Him,  Pilate  went  out  again,  and  said  to  them, 
“Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know I find no fault in 
Him.” Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 
robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!”

Therefore  when  the  chief  priests  and  officers  saw  Him,  they  cried  out, 
saying, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “You take Him 
and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” The Jews answered him, “We 
have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He made 
Himself the Son of God.” Therefore when Pilate heard that saying, he was 
the  more  afraid;  and  went  again  into  the  Praetorium,  and said  to  Jesus,  
“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to 
Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to  
crucify You, and power to release You?” Jesus answered, “You could have 
no power at all against Me, unless it had been given to you from above; 
therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” From then 
on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let  
this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king 
speaks against Caesar.”
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When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out, and sat down 
in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in Hebrew, 
Gabbatha. Now it was the preparation day of the Passover; and about the 
sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!” But they cried 
out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king 
but Caesar.” And so Pilate delivered Jesus to their will, to be crucified.

The soldiers took Jesus’ purple robe off Him, and put His own clothes on 
Him. They took Jesus, and led Him out to crucify Him, bearing His cross. 
Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name, the 
father of Alexander and Rufus, who was coming from the country. On him 
they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus. And a great multitude of 
the people followed Him. But Jesus turning to them said,  “Daughters of 
Jerusalem,  do  not  weep  for  Me,  but  weep  for  yourselves  and  for  your 
children, for indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are 
the barren, the wombs that never bore, and the breasts which never nursed’. 
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’, and to the hills, 
‘Cover us’. For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done 
in the dry?”

There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And 
they brought Him to the place called Calvary, in Hebrew Golgatha, which is 
the Place of a Skull. And when they had come there, they gave Him sour 
wine mingled with myrrh and gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He 
would not drink it.

Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or  
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and 
death. 

He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom, 
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is 
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 

This is most certainly true.

Hymn                                               156 – Not All the Blood of Beasts
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Sermon Text                                                             Jeremiah 31:34

No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of 
them  to  the  greatest  of  them,  says  the  LORD.  For  I  will  forgive  their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

Remember Sins No More
I. We Remember Sins and So Do Others

II. God Forgets Sins Through Christ Alone

Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image

General Prayer
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The Lord’s Prayer

C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                     342 – Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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