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As We Gather

Our minds are often occupied with the calculations of our daily lives. We
weigh costs, make sacrifices, and invest our energy and affection in the
people and priorities we hold most dear. We build our sense of security on
the foundations of family, work, and our own well-being. But the call of
Christ cuts through all of this, demanding a loyalty so absolute it can seem
to turn our world upside down. It is a call that, on its own, would leave us
speechless and condemned. Here, in God’s house, we come to find rest from
such impossible demands—not by ignoring them, but by marveling at the
One who met them completely for us.

*}« Preparation for Worship "}«
Hymn 421 — Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake

Invocation

(P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences Luke 9:23-25; John 12:25; Philippians 1:21

If anyone desires to come after Me,

let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.
For whoever desires to save his life will lose it,

but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.

For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world,

and is himself destroyed or lost?

He who loves his life will lose it,

and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
For to me, to live is Christ,

and to die is gain.

REFRFRFNRERE

Confession and Absolution

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Our Savior calls us to count the cost of
discipleship: to love Him above all else and to bear our cross. But we
confess that we have often cherished worldly comfort and security more
than Christ, shrinking from the narrow way. Let us, therefore, humble
ourselves and confess our sins.



O most merciful God, we confess we are sinful and have often failed
You. We have loved Your gifts more than You, the Giver. We have
clung to worldly treasures and feared the cost of discipleship,
seeking our own comfort above Your will. For these sins, we are
truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us, and lead us in Your ways.
Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. He who knew no sin was made
to be sin for us, that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
As a called servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
Amen.
J« The Service of the Word I«
Glory be to the Father Gloria Patri

P) In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Glory to God in the Highest Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

(P] Letus pray...
... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, '® in that I
command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and
to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may
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live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which
you go to possess. '/ But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear,
and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, *® I announce
to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in
the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. *° 1 call
heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you
life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and
your descendants may live; *° that you may love the LORD your God, that
you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life
and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

Psalm of the Day Psalm 1

Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,

And in His law he meditates day and night.

He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth
its fruit in its season,

Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall

prosper.

The ungodly are not so,

But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,

Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,

But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

® FREEF
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Epistle Reading Philemon 1-21

! Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our
beloved friend and fellow laborer, * to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: * Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. * I thank my God, making
mention of you always in my prayers, ° hearing of your love and faith which
you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, © that the sharing
of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good
thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. ” For we have great joy and
consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed by you, brother. ® Therefore, though I might be very bold in Christ
to command you what is fitting, ° yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—
being such a one as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ
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—'° T appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten while in
my chains, ' who once was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you
and to me. "> I am sending him back. You therefore receive him, that is, my
own heart, * whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might
minister to me in my chains for the gospel. '* But without your consent I
wanted to do nothing, that your good deed might not be by compulsion, as it
were, but voluntary. *> For perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose,
that you might receive him forever, '° no longer as a slave but more than a
slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both
in the flesh and in the Lord. ' If then you count me as a partner, receive him
as you would me. *® But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that on
my account. ° I, Paul, am writing with my own hand. I will repay—not to
mention to you that you owe me even your own self besides. * Yes, brother,
let me have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord.
*! Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.

Alleluia
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Confession of Faith

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
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and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end.

And T believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn 393 (1-4) — From God Shall Naught Divide Me

Sermon Text Luke 14:25-35

» Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them,
% “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My
disciple. ¥ And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot
be My disciple. * For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit
down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it—* lest,
after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin
to mock him, ** saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’
' Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who
comes against him with twenty thousand? * Or else, while the other is still a
great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. * So
likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My
disciple. ** “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? * It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw
it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

é@g’ Gaining by Losing

Sermon



Offertory
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Hymn 477 — Lord Jesus, Thou the Church's Head
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

I« The Service of the Sacrament I~

Preface

=

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.
P)

It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God...

... Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and
saying:



Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution

Peace of the Lord Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always!
Amen.
Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Distribution

Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s Word presents the reception of this Sacrament as a most intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans 16:17-18), we ask only those who have publicly professed such
oneness of faith and belief with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you!

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant Nunc Dimittis
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[P] Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.
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Thanksgiving
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Benediction

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 409 — Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

“Lord, Have Mercy” — Tune: © John C. Reim. Used by permission. “Glory to God, We Give
You Thanks” — Text: Edwin LeGrice © 1991, Kevin Mayhew. Tune: Walter Greatorex © 1991,
Oxford University Press. Used by permission. “General Verse from Christian Worship,
Service of the Word” — Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used
by permission. “Holy Holy Holy Lord” — Text: Stephen P Starke © 1998, Concordia
Publishing House. Tune: Carl Schalk © 1983, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. “O
Lord, Now Let Your Servant” — Text: st. 1 by Ernest E Ryden © 1925, Augsburg Fortress. st.
2 by Stephen P Starke © 1998, Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Hymns and
liturgical settings under copyright are reprinted with permission under One License #A-
741527. All Rights Reserved. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright
© 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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-« Announcements *I«

Schedule

September 7 9:15am  Bible Class
10:15am  Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
11:30 am  Trustees

September 12 10:30 am  Learning with Littles

September 14 8:00 am  Worship Service (Orlando)
10:15am  Worship Service (Winter Haven)

September 21 9:15am Bible Class

10:15am  Worship Service

Upcoming Meetings: Here is a schedule of our upcoming meetings:

* September 7 — Trustees
*  October 5 — Church Council
* November 2 — Quarterly Voters’ Meeting/Education/Elders

In Our Prayers: Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers: Don
Beymer, Bob & Joan Doriot, Johanna Jaehnigen, David & Elsie
Kleinschmidt, Shirley Rosenberry, and Mike Sheffield. May the Lord
strengthen their faith, grant them His peace.

Sermon Series: The Upside-Down Kingdom: What if everything the
world teaches about success, peace, and power is upside down? As Jesus
journeys to the cross, He turns worldly wisdom on its head—teaching that
the last will be first, true peace causes division, and the way up is actually
down.

Join us as we explore “The Upside-Down Kingdom.” Each week, we'll be
challenged and comforted by Jesus’ surprising truths that expose the
shallowness of the world and invite us into the eternal logic of God’s grace.

~ | Remaining Series Schedule:
*  September 14 — The Value of the Lost (Luke 15:1-10)
* September 21 — Heavenly Shrewdness (Luke 16:1-13)
* September 28 — The Great Reversal (Luke 16:19-31)
*  October 5 — The Power of Small Faith (Luke 17:1-10)

Come and hear how the Gospel flips our expectations and reshapes our
lives.
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CLC News: Pastor Andrew Schaller of Luther Memorial Church, Fond du
Lac, WI, has received and accepted the vacancy call to Living Hope
Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI <> Pastor Drew Naumann of Trinity Ev.
Lutheran, Spokane, WA has received the call to Messiah Lutheran Church,
Eau Claire, WI. <> Pastor Ben Libby of Redeemer Ev. Lutheran Church,
Cheyenne, WY, has received the call to Living Hope Lutheran Church,
Appleton, WI. <> On Sunday, September 14, 2025, Pastor David Ude will
be installed at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Mountain View, CA.

Fruits of Faith August 31, 2025 Attendance: WH — 33

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Church of the Lutheran Confession

$52,500.00
-$6,820.50

Year to Date Need
Year to Date (+/-)

$2,355.85
-$785.85

General Budget General Budget
$691.11 General Budget $0.00 CLC General Budget
$1,500.00 Weekly Need $67.31 Weekly Need
-$808.89 -Under / +Over -$67.31 -Under / +Over
$45,679.50 Year to Date Offerings $1,570.00 Year to Date Offerings

Year to Date Need
Year to Date (+/-)

Non-Budgetary

Non-Budgetary

Building Fund
Property Improvement
ILC Scholarship Fund
Tuition Grant

ILC Student Aid Fund

ILC Building Fund

ILC Improvement Fund
Mission Development (MDF)

$40.00 Benevolence Fund CLC Kinship
VBS ILC Tour Choir
School Fund Spokesman/Daily Rest




}« Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions I«
September 8-September 13, 2025

Monday - John 5:37-47

The Father who sent Jesus has testified about Him, and His testimony is
found in the Scriptures. "If you believed Moses, you would believe me,
because he wrote about me" (verse 46).

Tuesday - Acts 8:26-38

The Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53:7-8, and starting with that very passage
of Scripture, Philip told him the good news about Jesus (verse 35). The fruit
of his testimony? Baptism! (verse 38) .

Wednesday - 2 Samuel 7:17-29

David's response to God's promises: a humble prayer, praising the greatness
of God and imploring Him to fulfill His gracious words to His people.
Amen. "Your words are truth" (verse 28).

Thursday - Proverbs 9:1-6

True Wisdom is pictured as a lady building a house and preparing a banquet.
It is complete and there for all who realize that they are simple or naive and
need the road to understanding (verse 6).

Friday - Proverbs 9:7-12

Those who think that they already have great wisdom in themselves may
scoff or mock at Lady Wisdom's banquet, but a wise person will hear the
Lord's word and become even wiser (verse 10).

Saturday - Proverbs 9:13-18

Lady Folly's banquet leads away from God's wisdom, and teaches that
"Stolen waters are sweet" (verse 17). Her guests do not cling to the life
which comes from God by His Word.

SCRIPTURE ALONE
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