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As We Gather

What is in a name? For us, a name is often just a label given by parents. But
for the Child promised to Joseph, the Name is the very essence of God’s
work. On this Fourth Sunday in Advent, we stand on the threshold of the
Incarnation. We often come into God’s house carrying the heavy “names”
and labels we have earned through our failures—sinner, wanderer, lost. Yet,
God intervenes in history with a command that echoes through eternity:
“You shall call His name Jesus.” Why this specific name? Because of what
He alone can do. As we prepare our hearts for worship, we meditate on the
Name that is above every name—a Name that does not merely identify a
carpenter’s son, but signals the end of our slavery to sin.

»J« Preparation for Worship *I«
Hymn 70 — Hosanna to the Living Lord

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences  Psalm 124:8; 9:10; Acts 4:12; Philippians 2:9-10

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

Who made heaven and earth.

Those who know Your name will put their trust in You,

For You, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You.

There is salvation in no one else,

For there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name,

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.
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Confession and Absolution

(P] Beloved in the Lord, as we prepare to welcome our saving King, we
find ourselves troubled by fear. We know the names our sins have
earned us—guilt, shame, and separation—having lived for ourselves
rather than God's glory. Yet, Christ comes not to condemn, but to give us
a new name and hope. Let us draw near to the throne of grace to confess
our sins and seek His forgiveness.
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful. We
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
left undone. We have feared the world more than Your Word, failing
to trust Your presence or honor Your holy name. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive, renew, and lead
us, that we may delight in Your will to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As the angel declared to Joseph, the
Child is named Jesus, for He saves His people from their sins. By His
death and resurrection, your guilt is removed, and you are named
children of the Most High. As a called servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
*}« The Service of the Word "I+
Glory be to the Father Gloria Patri
(P] In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
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Salutation

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P] Let us pray...
... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

" Moreover the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, ' “Ask a sign for
yourself from the LORD your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height
above.” 2 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!” '* Then
he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary
men, but will you weary my God also? '* Therefore the Lord Himself will
give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall
call His name Immanuel. ** Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know
to refuse the evil and choose the good. '° For before the Child shall know to
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken
by both her kings. ' The LORD will bring the king of Assyria upon you and
your people and your father’s house—days that have not come since the day
that Ephraim departed from Judah.”

Psalm of the Day Psalm 24

The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness,

The world and those who dwell therein.

For He has founded it upon the seas,

And established it upon the waters.

Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD?

Or who may stand in His holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.
He shall receive blessing from the LORD,

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.

This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him,

Who seek Your face.

Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting
doors!

And the King of glory shall come in.

Who is this King of glory?

The LORD strong and mighty, The LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors!
And the King of glory shall come in.

Who is this King of glory?

The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.
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Epistle Reading Romans 1:1-7

! Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the
gospel of God * which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures, * concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the
seed of David according to the flesh, * and declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the
dead. ® Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience
to the faith among all nations for His name, ® among whom you also are the
called of Jesus Christ; 7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Alleluia

[P) Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 56 — Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

Sermon Text Matthew 1:18-25

' Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of
the Holy Spirit. ' Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.
* But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord

6



appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit. ** And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” * So all this was done
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying: ** “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” * Then
Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him and took to him his wife, * and did not know her till she had brought
forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.
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Hymn 65 (1-4) — When Sinners See Their Lost Condition
Offering



Offering Hymn 443 (1, 8)
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General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn 64 (1, 3-5) — Jesus, Thy Church with Longing Eyes

“All Glory Be to God Alone (TLH 238)” Translation: W. Gustave Polack © 1941, Concordia
Publishing House. Used by permission. Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are
reprinted with permission under One License #A-741527. All Rights Reserved. Scripture
taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by

permission. All rights reserved.




-« Announcements "<

Upcoming Schedule

December 21 9:15am Bible Class
10:15am  Worship Service
December 24 7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship
December 25 10:15am  Christmas Day Worship
December 28 8:00 am  Worship Service (Orlando)
10:15am  Worship Service (Winter Haven)
January 4 9:15am Bible Class
10:15am  Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
11:30 am  Annual Voters’ Meeting

Upcoming Meetings: Here is a schedule of our upcoming meetings:
* January 4 — Annual Voters’ Meeting
e February 1 — Education/Elders
*  March 1 - Trustees/Church Council

In Our Prayers: Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers: Don
Beymer, Bob & Joan Doriot, Johanna Jaehnigen, David & Elsie
Kleinschmidt, Shirley Rosenberry, and Mike Sheffield.

Looking Forward to Christmas Eve: Whether the night is cold or mild, the
darkness of a world in sin is deep. On Christmas Eve, the Light of the World
draws near to dispel that darkness. Join us for our special Service of Lessons
and Carols as we behold the sign God gave: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
Immanuel means “God with us.” We will meditate on “The ‘With-ness’ of
God.” The Almighty did not remain distant; He came down to dwell in our
flesh to redeem us. Come, let us adore Him, singing His praises and finding
peace in His miraculous nearness.

Looking Forward to Christmas Day: For four hundred years, the heavens
were silent. No prophet spoke; no fresh revelation came. The world waited
in darkness. Then, the silence was shattered not by a shout, but by a baby’s
cry. On Christmas Day, we stand in awe before the mystery of the
Incarnation. Our text, John 1:1-14, reveals the greatest truth ever told: "And
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." God did not merely send a
message; He became the message. Come and behold His glory, "the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." Let us gather to
worship the God who breaks the silence to speak life into our souls.



Looking Forward to Next Sunday: The manger scene is peaceful, but the
days following Christ’s birth were perilous. Next Sunday, we turn to
Matthew 2:13-23 under the theme: "The ‘Real’ Christmas Story." We move
from the quiet stable to the desperate flight into Egypt. This is no
sentimental fable; it is a history of tyrant kings, weeping mothers, and
fulfilled prophecy. We will see that the Prince of Peace entered a world at
war with God. Yet, even as Herod rages, the Father protects the Son,
ensuring the work of redemption continues. Join us to see how God
preserves our Savior to secure our salvation.

Southeastern Women's Retreat: Registration is now open for the
Southeastern Women's Retreat, to be held in Sherrills Ford, NC, February
13-15, 2026. The theme this year is "Sisters in Christ". To register, please
head over to women's retreat.clclutheran.net, click on SOUTHEAST, and
scroll down to the link for the online form. If you would like to
register over email or you have any questions, reach out to
southeasternwomensretreat@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!

National Women's Retreat Coming in January!: Before your 2026
calendar begins to fill up, we want you to mark your calendars and get ready
to Press Pause with women across the country!

*  What: Press Pause for the National Women's (Virtual) Retreat 2026
*  When: Saturday, January 31, 2026 // 12:00 pm — 2:00 pm

*  How: Join us virtually via Zoom

* Cost: Free event — all are welcome!

* Register now: https://tinyurl.com/PressPause26

2026 CLC Mission Helper Trip: The CLC Mission Helper Program is
making preparations for another Mission Trip to Africa for the summer of
2026. The main focus of this trip will be presenting the Gospel, through a
series of child evangelism lessons, to member and non-member children in
village congregations. Possible areas of evangelism include the
CLC-Tanzania, CLC-Kenya, CLC-Zambia, and CLC-Uganda. CLC
members are welcome and encouraged to apply. For more information and
to apply, visit www.mht.lutheranmissions.org.
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Nominations for ILC Professor and ILC President: The Board of Regents
announces the following nominations to fill the professorship vacated by the
resignation of Professor David Schaller prior to the 2025-26 academic year:
Paul Krause, David Reim, Dan Sullivan, and David Ude. In addition, the
following and only person has been nominated for the office of President of
Immanuel Lutheran College: Daniel Schierenbeck. The term of the ILC
President’s call is for two years, extending to the end of Academic Year
2028. All comments from members of CL.C congregations regarding these
candidates are to be received by email or letter no later than midnight
January 17, 2026 (letters postmarked January 7, 2025) to: Mr. James
Burkhardt; 217 Windy Lane; Rockwall, TX 75087; email:jeb6217@yahoo.com.

CLC Call News: Pastor Joe Naumann of Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church,
Mankato, MN, has received the call to Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran Church,
Phoenix, AZ. <> Pastor Emeritus David Schierenbeck has accepted the call
to serve as Assistant to the Pastor at Berea Ev. Lutheran Church, Inver
Grove Heights, MN, after he concludes serving as vacancy pastor of Our
Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, Red Wing, MN, at the end of January. <>
Pastor Cory Drehle of Berea Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD, has received
the call to Living Hope Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI. <> Pastor Terrel
Kesterson of Ascension Lutheran Church, Batavia, IL, has returned the part-
time call to Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, Red Wing, MN. <> Pastor
Ben Libby of Redeemer Ev. Lutheran Church, Cheyenne, WY, has received
the call to Messiah Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, WI.
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}« Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions I«
December 22 — December 27, 2025

Monday - John 1:19-28

John the Baptizer turns aside all renown from himself, that it may go instead
to the One far greater "whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie" (verse
27). To Him must go the praise!

Tuesday - Philippians 4:4-7

Joy in the Lord goes together with gentleness toward others, for our hearts
are not guarded by sharp words and weapons, but by the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding (verse 7).

Wednesday - Luke 2:1-14

On the night before Christmas, we remember how the Christ came quietly to
Bethlehem, and was announced to unnamed shepherds at night. But the
angels already knew, and rejoiced!

Thursday - John 1:16-18

"Grace upon grace" describes our God. And His grace and truth came to us
through Jesus Christ. Through the only-begotten Son we learn to know the
Father!

Friday - Titus 2:11-14

It is the grace of God that brings salvation to all people. This grace also
trains us to say "No" to ungodliness, since He gave Himself to redeem us
from all lawlessness, and to be His own people.

Saturday - Isaiah 9:2-7

Joy, light, and freedom are encompassed in the promised child (verse 6).
There will be no end to the peace that He brings, for He will be everything
that His names imply!
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